
First English Words 
What can pre-schoolers do? 
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Niki Joseph 
Hans Mol 

www.collinselt.com/firstenglishwords 



Niki and Hans 

• Niki 
– author 

– trainer 

– examiner 

– consultant 

 

• Hans 
– author 

– trainer 

– editor 

– consultant 

 

• Screenshot of 
eflwriters.com 
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Where is your picture dictionary? 
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What is a picture dictionary? 
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What can you do? 
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What can they do? 

• Enjoy playing together 
• Improved colouring and drawing 

skills (colouring within the lines) 
• Better cutting skills 
• Can hold pencil properly 
• Can climb, jump, throw and catch 
• Greater powers of concentration 
• Able to remember more 
• Curious about the world 
• Work in groups more easily 
• Less likely to seek adult approval 
• Project oriented 
• Able to plan games 
• Understand simple reasoning 
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• Explore 
• Imitate 
• Role-play 
• Short attention span 
• Walk in a straight line 
• Hop on one foot 
• Throw a ball 
• Act as a group 
• Accompany song with whole –

body rhythmic response 
• Fine motor skills starting to 

develop 
• Limited colouring skills 
• Limited cutting skills 



Elements of successful practice in a 
sequence of lessons 

P  U  R  P  O  S  E 

   R   O  U  T  I N  E 

   E  N  G  A  G  E M E N T 

   S  T  O  R  Y 

   C  H  A  L  L  E  N  G  E  &  C H O I C E 

  M  O  V  E  M E  N  T 

   O  W N E R S H I P 

  P  L A Y 
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Stories 
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Routine 

10 

• Structured lesson plans 

– Let’s start! 

– Let’s stand up! 

– Let’s sit at our tables! 

– Let’s choose! 

– More ideas 

– Challenge 

– Take away! 



Let’s start: a bag of fruit 
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Engagement 
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• variety of media necessary for the age 
group 

– interest 

– learning style 

– motivation 

– opportunity for independent play 

• story cards, flash cards, audio, songs, the 
dictionary, posters and flash strips 

 



Movement 

 

 

13 



Choice and challenge 
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“Children learn best when they are given 
appropriate responsibility, allowed to experiment, 
make errors, decisions and choices, and are 
respected autonomous learners”. (Bruce 2011)  



15 



Ownership 
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Elements of successful practice in a 
sequence of lessons 

P  U  R  P  O  S  E 

   R   O  U  T  I N  E 

   E  N  G  A  G  E M E N T 

   S  T  O  R  Y 

   C  H  A  L  L  E  N  G  E  &  C H O I C E 

  M  O  V  E  M E  N  T 

   O  W N E R S H I P 

  P  L A Y 
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So, where is it? 
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This is what pre-schoolers can do 
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The dictionary 
• Two-page image 
• Find the – questions 
• Song 
• Personalization  

The teacher’s book 
• Background information 
• Tips and tricks 
• Lesson plans 
• Flashstrips 
• Audio tasks 
• Photocopiable activities 

To accompany 
• Two activity books 
• Story cards (8 stories) 
• Flashcards 
• Posters 
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